Marlseting

One of the best examples of
1930s Art Deco architecture in
Southeast Asia, bequeathed by
the French, has survived warand
civil strife as an everyday
workplace in Phnom Penh
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s dowbieful if ary of the traders who create the
daily bustle in Phnom Penh's noble edifice to Ar
Deco architecture, the Psah Thmei or new
market, have ever beand of Frnest Hdbrard. Buot it was
the foresight of thix French coelonial town planner in the
| 190 whic h was reapensble for much of the Cambe-
dian capial's present-day layout = and the airy, sunlit
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| wares, gold and preceous stones, fresh fruin, vegetables
la r|r| ﬂ.:nl,'r'.' 5. and a brec market curiens W R vha ngr
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between 935 and 1957, i almost cemainly the gramdest
A Dieco-style maricet bunbding i Southeast Asia. The
I||.:H:||.-:'I'I -cl.rl.llﬁn aE e hmﬂ{tﬁﬁ r.'|'|:1!|'."_1. r..‘l Fan ks it as one
| of the most important |950s baildings remaming in
Phoam Penh, Exstern moming hight illuminates the

enirance while day's end turns the dome into a glowing
vellow-orange hemisphere basking s the Last eays ol

aum, A I,-.ﬁldin.E lewed and trrqu.rmn'l h_l.. st Phmom
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| Penhais, Cambodizns and I"nr:-isnm alke, 11 dominates
the commercial b ol the ety

The market is constrocted entircly of Fervocen
credie, iis domed exterion 'ihint:_ majesiially over ihe
rews ol apartments and 3ino-Khmer shophouses hning
I|'|r "||.|.|il.|,"| _i.l;_:l,l.'llc. ."|| |il.'|'ll.' i, Illll.l_' BT 8 0 l:;l,'l.'l
spacecralt. it appears to hover efforthesaly between
|1|,|i||.i';ll.yg Ilul. |i.||r the BLPGEL A prasg !'"_'l.

118 not untal wou emter the mardket that voua become
A are alf 1 |||' '-III1I:II'lIii'.I'|' A IHI I'r |5]'|I ol Il"lr st The
dome rises 26 metres above ground, srhile ihe main
circular hall is 45 metres in dwmeter. The azales, in the
[rrer o & erond, are cach 44 metred ia ]-rhu1!'| . The
interior ol the market, lin r..r.ur.'.ul:lll.' by fileered sanlighs.
ib invating, ool and beeery — & tribute 1o cxoellends in
archjreciaral desigr bor Cambaodin's ofien ot and
humaid ¢limane.

The market s extenior struciune is plimbedd in the
colowrs typical of the cuiy’s colonial buildings, a coloar
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islands of vendors pelling tomepieces. gold and gem-
| senrs
It remasms & superion markes. Both in erm ol prce
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| year, seven days a week from daown bl dusk. The few
closed days include the two holiday pericds in the
{:.lt'l'l!'h'n! a1, | ...1.||;|‘||‘|.|1' ST ;.-\.l-l'li woithi the {1h||'|r'|.-|.' J'h.‘l
. Ehmer Mew Yenrs,
| The inner ganciom of the marker generally remains
quiet, and basncss i conducted in a beisurely manner
Ohunsicle, i the |!l|l.ril'|g ]i,‘a;l'hr and beat of the dlay, myrd
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wares have sprung up along narrow mesndering lurses

popaulated with nowy hawkers who all vic lor vour
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# heene evmonymous with Phnom Penh — a lime-tased Phaom Penb s subsect o penodic Booding: and,
bight yellow combined with white-highlighted decora- hisrorically, dramnage has been a problem. In the 18%0s,
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The srch-supported dome soars above an incred- deain the city by digging a series of interlinked canals.

ihle volume of free space from four buttressed corness. Infilling samall, natural lakes has raised the ground level
Saperbly styled deco chevron grills admit soft streamas al much of the present city. Low-bhang mites for bath
of dayhight that punctuate the dome, walls and wings | Hotel Le Royval and Paah Thme fegquined such treat
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seventuats the dusty gold of the interior. A variant form | discharge slluvial sandy soil pumped from the Toale
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